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movement. Once the free trade union move- 
ment is destroyed, once it is harnessed to the 
chariot of the state, once trade union leaders 
are nominated by the head of the state, once 
meetings such as this become formalities, 
endorsing the purposes of the state, the 
trade union movement is destroyed and so is 
democracy, 

Therefore, what you do in this country to 
maintain freedom, the contributions that you 
make to improve the welfare of your people, 
the great sense of responsibility you feel not 
only toward your members, not only toward 
your country, not only toward other trade un- 
ions, in other countries, but your sense of re- 
sponsibility for the whole movement of free- 
dom—so long as that exists the world can look 
to the future with hope. 

So I am glad and proud to come here today. 
In the United States, in the last 30 years, all 
of the great efforts that were made at home and 
abroad—Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal, Pres- 
ident Truman’s effort through Marshall Plan, 
NATO, Point 4, and all the rest, and the effort 
that President Eisenhower made—all of these 
great international efforts, as well as great pro- 
gressive national movements, had the strong 
endorsement and support of the AFL-CIO, led 
by Mr. George Meany, who has stood for free- 
dom in the United States and around the globe. 
Therefore I urge you, gentlemen, in meeting 
your responsibilities to those who belong to your 
unions, to also realize that your unions will not 
survive except in a world of freedom. I urge 
You to hold out, as we are trying to do in the 
United States in the AFL-CIO, a helping hand 
to those who seek to organize trade unions in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia. This is how 
a free society remains free, and, in addition, 
while freedom is an end in itself, it is also a 
means, 

I think that nothing has been more destruc- 
tive to the myth that once existed that, while 
communism meant a loss of personal liberty, 
it was a means of economic advancement. If 
there is any myth that has been destroyed 
in the last 10 years, it has been the concept that 
communism and economic welfare go hand in 
hand. I believe our times have shown that free- 
dom is the handmaiden of economic advance- 
ment, that through a system of freedom, 
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through a system of progress, through a sys- 
tem of responsibilities within a free society, that 
is the best way that people can live, not only 
peacefully at night and in the daytime, but 
also can enjoy an increasingly high standard 
of living. That is what we want freedom for, 
not only so we can exist ourselves and develop 
our own personalities but so that our people 
can move ahead: the people in my country who 
are entitled to an equal opportunity which we 
are now fighting to give them, the people in this 
country who desire not only to be free but to 
make it possible for their children to live better 
than they lived. And here in Western Europe 
and in the United States, where the trade union 
movement has played such an important role, 
I hope it will be an example to those who live 
to the south of us, who stand on the razor edge 
of moving into some kind of totalitarianism or 
developing a free, progressive society, where, 
through the trade union movements, the fruits 
of progress, the fruits of production, can be dis- 
tributed fairly to the population—not by a 
leader but by the people themselves, 

So I regard this movement as important, this 
meeting as essential, and I regard it as a privi- 
lege to come here. ‘This is a great city. It has 
meant a lot in the history of the last 18 years. 
I am proud to be here with General [Lucius D.] 
Clay. Americans may be far away, but in ac- 
cordance with what Benjamin Franklin said, 
this is where we want to be today. When I 
leave tonight, I leave and the United States 
stays. 

Thank you. 


President’s Remarks Upon Signing the Golden 
Book, in, June 26 


White House press release (Berlin) dated June 26 

I am proud to come to this city as the guest of 
your distinguished Mayor, who has symbolized 
throughout the world the fighting spirit of West 
Berlin, and I am proud to visit the Federal 
Republic with your distinguished Chancellor 
who, for so many years, has committed Germany 
to democracy and freedom and progress, and to 
come here in the company of my fellow Ameri- 
can, General Clay, who has been in this city 
during its great moments of crisis and will come 
again if ever needed. 
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‘Two thousand years ago the proudest boast 
was “Civitas Romanus sum.” Toda: 
world of freedom, the proudest boast is “Ze% 
bin ein Berliner.” (I appreciate my inter- 
preter translating my German.) 

‘There are many people in the world who real- 
ly don’t understand, or say they don’t, what is 
the great issue between the free world and the 
Communist world. Let them come to Berlin. 
‘There are some who say that communism is the 
wave of the future. Let them come to Berlin. 
And there are some who say in Europe and else- 
where we can work with the Communists. Let 
them come to Berlin. And there are even a few 
who say that it is true that communism is an 
evil system but it permits us to make economic 
progress. Lasst sie nach Berlin kommen. 

Freedom has many difficulties and democracy 
is not perfect, but we have never had to put 2 
wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them 
from leaving us, I want to say, on behalf of 
my countrymen, who live many miles away on 
the other side of the Atlantic, who are fur dis- 
tant from you, that they take the greatest pride 
that they have been able to share with you, even 
from a distance, the story of the last 18 years. 
I know of no town, no city, that has been be- 
sieged for 18 years that still lives with the 
vitality and the force and the hope and the de- 
termination of the city of West Berlin. While 
the wall is the most obvious and vivid demon- 
stration of the failures of the Communist sys- 
tem, for all the world to see, we take no satisfac- 
tion in it for it is, as your Mayor has said, an 
offense not only against history but an offense 
against humanity, separating families, divid- 
ing husbands and wives and brothers and sisters, 
and dividing a people who wish to be joined 
together. 

What is true of this city is true of Germany— 
real, lasting peace in Europe can never be as- 
sured as long as one German out of four is 
denied the elementary right of free men, and 
that is to make a free choice. In 18 years of 
peace and good faith, this generation of Ger- 
mans has earned the right to be free, including 
the right to unite their families and their nation 
in lasting peace, with good will to all people. 
You live in a defended island of freedom, but 
your life is part of themain. 
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So let me ask you, as I close, to lift your eyes 
beyond the dangers of today to the hopes of to- 
morrow, beyond the freedom merely of this city 
of Berlin, or your country of Germany, to the 
advance of freedom everywhere, beyond the 
wall to the day of peace with justice, beyond 
yourselves and ourselves to all mankind. Free- 
dom is indivisible, and when one man is en- 
slaved all are not free. When all are free, then 
we can look forward to that day when this city 
will be joined as one and this country and this 
great continent of Europe in a peaceful and 
hopeful glow. When that day finally comes, 
as it will, the people of West Berlin can take 
sober satisfaction in the fact that they were in 
the frontlines for almost two decades. 

‘All free men, wherever they may live, are citi- 
zens of Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, I 
take pride in the words “Zeh bin ein Berliner.” 


President's Address at Free University, Berlin, 
June 26 


White House press release (Berlin) dated June 26; as 
delivered text 


Sir, Mr. Mayor, Chancellor, distinguished 
Ministers, members of the faculty, and Fellows 
of this university, fellow students: I am hon- 
ored to become an instant graduate of this dis- 
tinguished university. The fact of the matter 
is, of course, that any university, if it is a uni- 
versity, is free. So one might think that the 
words “Free University” are redundant. But 
not in West Berlin. So I am proud to be here 
today, and I am proud to have this association, 
on behalf of my fellow countrymen, with this 
great center of learning, 

Prince Bismarck once said that one-third of 
the students of German universities broke down 
from overwork, another third broke down from 
dissipation, and the other third ruled Germany. 
I do not know which third of the student body 
is here today, but I am confident that I am 
talking to the future rulers of this country, and 
also of other free countries, stretching around 
the world, who have sent their sons and daugh- 
ters to this center of freedom in order to under- 
stand what the world struggle is all about. I 
know that when you leave this school you will 
not imagine that this institution was founded 
by citizens of the world, including my own 
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